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This Annual Report of the Person Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) is published for the benefit of those interested in the activities and
programs of the District. The Person SWCD works with local, state, and
federal agencies to plan and direct programs for the conservation and
development of our natural resources. These services include
environmental education, conservation related technical assistance, and
cost-sharing programs that promote soil conservation and water quality.
This report highlights many of our accomplishments but does not reflect
all of our involvement within Person County. 

The mission of the Person Soil and Water Conservation District is to
promote the conservation of soil, water, and related natural resources in
Person County through education, information, technical assistance, and
best management practices for the benefit of the environment, economy,
and county citizens.

Introduction

Mission Statement

Our Team

The Person SWCD is governed by a
five-member Board of Supervisors
made up of three elected members
and two members appointed by
the NC Soil and Water
Conservation Commission. District
board meetings are generally held
on the first Monday of each month
and are open to the public. 

Board of Supervisors Staff

Soil and Water staff are Person
County employees and take
direction by the Board of
Supervisors and County
Management. Staff partners
with county departments and
multiple agencies including the
USDA-NRCS. 

Bruce Whitfield, Chair
Cal Berryhill, Vice Chair
Greg Foushee, Secretary
John Gray
Hunter Thomas

Nancy McCormick, Director
Michael Thaggard, Soil
Conservationist
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Conservation Programs

Funding available for this program increased this year
with an allocation of  $53,271. Six contracts were
approved affecting 494.5 acres. BMPs included cover
crops, grassed waterways, diversions and field borders.
Estimated reductions expected once the BMPs are
implemented are 15,598 pounds of Nitrogen, 173.7
pounds of Phosphorus, and 1167.9 tons of soil saved. 

Cost-Share programs are voluntary programs that provide financial
assistance to qualifying farmers and landowners. These programs are
designed to address non-point source pollution, water quantity and
efficiency, and soil health through approved best management
practices (BMPs). 

Agriculture Cost-Share Program

The Person SWCD received
$10,500 in financial
assistance funds which was
allocated to one operator
for a water supply well
system to support a
horticulture operation.

Agriculture Water
Resources Program
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Streamflow Rehabilitation Assistance Program (StRAP)
The Person SWCD received $75,000 in grant funds for StRAP to be used
in Person County. Stream debris removal projects, such as removing
vegetative debris, are the District’s top priority. At year end, $59,500 in
funds have been encumbered covering four identified project sites. 

No-Till Drill
The Person SWCD has a Truax No-till grain drill available to county
citizens for a short term lease. The drill is suitable for renovation and
restoration of pastures, hayland, wildlife land, and other purposes such
as residential lawns. This program year the drill was rented 12 times
covering 63 acres. 

Beaver Management Assistance Program (BMAP)
BMAP is designed to help manage beavers on private and public lands.
Landowners gain access to assistance at a reduced cost share rate or
may receive free training on beaver management techniques. This
program is offered through USDA-APHIS-Wildlife Services at a cost of
$6,000 paid for by Person County. Comparing the costs of BMAP to its
savings, for every $1.00 spent, $6.68 in resources were saved. 

NRCS
60,000

STRAP
59,500

ACSP
53,271

AGWRAP
10,500

Assistance Funding Provided
to Person County Landowners

and Agricultural Producers

Total
Funds:

$183,271
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USDA-Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
The Person SWCD partners with USDA-NRCS offering assistance in the
promotion and implementation of Federal programs.  This fiscal year 3
high tunnel contracts were approved through the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) totaling $60,000. 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives


Environmental Education
Poster Contest - Wetlands Are Wonderful

Pictured (left to right): Drake White, Beth Nyitrai, Juniper Barth, London
Walker, Mariana Quintero, Alaina Gunter, Hannah Casteel, and Abigail Tiek.
Not pictured: Scarlett Holloman

The Person SWCD offers annual environmental education
poster contests each year to educate youth about the
importance of soil & water conservation. Contests are open to all
public, charter, and homeschool students residing in Person
County. Awards are given to 1st, 2nd, & 3rd place winners of each
grade competition. First place winners advance to our Area 3
contest and those 1st place winners continue to the State
contest.

Congratulations Winners
3  grade:rd

1.Alaina Gunter – South Elementary - 2  place at Area 3 Contestnd

2.Hannah Casteel – South Elementary 
3.Scarlett Holloman – South Elementary

4  grade:th

1.Drake White – Bethel Hill Charter School
2.Beth Nyitrai – Nyitrai Family Academy
3. Abigail Tiek – Bethel Hill Charter School

5  grade:th

1.Juniper Barth – South Elementary - 1st place at Area 3 Contest;
Entered into State

2.  Mariana Quintero – South Elementary 
3.London Walker – South Elementary 
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Envirothon

The Resource Conservation Workshop (RCW) is a weeklong event
hosted by NC State University. The District sponsors students to attend
where they learn about natural resources and explore a wide array of
conservation careers. The District received no applications for
sponsorship this year. 

Resource Conservation Workshop

The Envirothon program is a competitive event for
five member high school and middle school teams.
The teams compete in a natural resource knowledge
and ecology field day against other high school and
middle school teams. Resource subjects are soils,
forestry, wildlife, aquatics, and current environmental
issues. Teams compete at the Area 3 competition
with the opportunity to advance to the State
Envirothon. 

While the District sponsors teams to compete in the Envirothon, Person
County had no representing teams in either event. District staff is
heavily involved in working these events to continue their success. 
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Teacher of the Year: Erin Redfern

South Elementary STEAM educator Erin
Redfern was named North Carolina’s
Conservation Elementary Education Teacher
of the Year by the N.C. Association of Soil
and Water Conservation Districts. Honored
at the NCASWCD Conservation Education
Dinner in Durham, Redfern was celebrated
for her hands-on, student-centered
approach to environmental learning. As she
shared, “Be kind to yourself, be kind to each
other, be kind to Mother Earth”—a guiding
philosophy that shines through her work in
the classroom and beyond.



NC Foundation for Soil &
Water Conservation

Soils Tent
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The District received two grants from the
Foundation this year to support building
capacity of our environmental education
and programs.  We were able to obtain a
promotional program banner and an
educational soils tent. The soils tent is
available for use at field days, workshops,
and educational events. 

Promotional Banner

The NC Foundation for Soil and Water Conservation is a 501(c)(3) public
charity. It was chartered April 27, 1999 and obtained its non-profit status
on February 22, 2000. The Foundation’s mission is to promote, protect
and improve North Carolina soil and water resources for the
enhancement of economic growth and stewardship of the natural
environment. The Foundation focuses on three key priorities which
include Improving the Environment, Educating the Citizens, and
Building Conservation Capacity.



As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit community-based organization, PCC has
addressed natural resource conservation and development issues
throughout its ten-county service area since 1986. The past fiscal year
began with promising grant award notifications, though the latter half
presented unforeseen challenges. Nevertheless, PCC remains a stable
and growing organization, committed to maintaining low overhead and
expenses.

We are eager to steward projects in the county or watershed that
directly address the needs of Person County and its communities. We
welcome the chance to discuss how PCC can support other county
departments.

PCC looks forward to advancing conservation, restoration, and planning
activities that further Person County's goals.

Grace Messinger, Executive Director
Person County Council Members, 
Nancy McCormick, Jack Pleasant, Aaron Ellis

Piedmont
Conservation Council
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www.piedmontconservation.org

Person SWCD partners with Durham SWCD, Orange SWCD, and
Durham, Orange and Person Cooperative Extension each year to host a
Tri-County Livestock and Pasture Management Field Day.  The event was
held on September 26, 2024, at Andy Gates’ Farm in Hurdle Mills.  This
annual event is an opportunity for agriculture and livestock producers to
learn about pasture and livestock management techniques. The topics
this year consisted of fire ant and fly management, weed identification
and management, fencing installation, and livestock handling.

Tri-County Field Day

https://piedmontconservation.org/


Farmland Preservation

Farmland preservation programs are overseen
by the Person County Agricultural Advisory
Board (AAB) as established in the Farmland
Preservation Ordinance. In addition, the AAB is
charged with updating the Farmland
Preservation Plan. District staff acts as program
administrators. 

The purpose of the Farmland Preservation Ordinance is to reduce the
loss of productive and existing farmland by promoting agricultural
values and the general welfare of the county; increase identity and
pride in the agricultural community and its way of life; encourage the
economic and financial health of agriculture, horticulture, and forestry;
decrease the likelihood of legal disputes, such as nuisance actions
between farm owners and their neighbors; and encourage
participation in voluntary programs. The Farmland Preservation Plan
provides recommended actions to aid with this mission.  
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Agricultural Advisory Board

Programs
Through this ordinance the Voluntary Agricultural District (VAD) and
the Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural District (EVAD) programs are
established.  These are voluntary programs that encourages the
preservation and protection of farmland from non-farm development. 
On August 19, 2024, the County Commissioners revised the Farmland
Preservation Ordinance to include an Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program as another option for landowners. This program
will aid in the permanent protection and conservation of agricultural
land.

VAD/EVAD Enrollment
As of 6.30.2025

VAD
36 Farms

4,294 acres

EVAD
15 Farms

2,493.5 acres



The Person SWCD Board of Supervisors
would like to express their appreciation to

Soil & Water Staff, the Person County
Commissioners. NC Division of Soil & Water,

USDA-NRCS, partnering agricultural
agencies, and other organizations and

individuals who have supported our
continued efforts. 
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Thank You!

Soil & Water...
Yours for Life


