2023-2024% g

Person Soil & Water
Conservation District

Sodl & Water. . Youns for Léfe




Introcduction

The Annual Report of the Person Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) is published for the benefit of those interested in
the activities and programs of the District. The Person SWCD
works with local, state, and federal agencies to plan and direct
programs for the conservation and development of our natural
resources. These services include environmental education,
conservation related technical assistance, and cost-sharing
programs that promote soil conservation and water quality. This
report highlights many of our accomplishments but by no means
reflects all of our involvement within Person County.

Mission

The mission of the Person Soil and Water Conservation District is
to promote the conservation of soil, water, and related natural
resources in Person County through education, information,
technical assistance, and best management practices for the
benefit of the environment, economy, and county citizens.

@ 336-599-0284 ext. 3 PERSON
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@ 304S. Morgan St. Roxboro, NC 27573




Our Team

Board of
Supervisors

The Person Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD)
is governed by a five-member
Board of Supervisors made up
of three elected members and
two members appointed by
the NC Soil and Water
Conservation Commission.
District board meetings are
generally held on the first
Monday of each month and
are open to the public.

¢ Bruce Whitfield, Chair
e Cal Berryhill, Vice Chair
e Greg Foushee, Secretary
e John Gray

¢ Hunter Thomas

+

Staff o

Soil and Water staff are
Person County employees and
take direction by the Board of
Supervisors and County
Management. Staff partners
with county departments and
multiple agencies including
USDA-NRCS.

e Nancy McCormick,
Director

e Michael Thaggard,
Soil Conservationist



Conservation
Programs

‘- Agriculture
ACSP Cost-Share Program

The Agriculture Cost-Share Program (ACSP) is a voluntary assistance
program that provides technical and financial assistance to
qualifying farmers and agricultural landowners enabling them to
address water quality concerns. In many places, damage to our water
resources comes from soil erosion, excessive fertilizer use, animal
waste contamination, and improper use of agricultural chemicals.
ACSP offers a wide variety of best management practices (BMPs) that
address these nonpoint sources.

Funding available for this program was down this year with an allocation of
only $42,964. Seven contracts were approved affecting 210 acres. BMPs
included cover crops, grassed waterways, cropland conversions, and one
livestock exclusion. Estimated reductions expected once the BMPs are
implemented are 896 pounds of Nitrogen, 94 pounds of Phosphorus, and 411
tons of soil saved.
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Resou r¢¢!- Assistance Program

Agriculture Water Resources Assistance Program (AgWRAP) is a voluntary
program similar to ACSP with the focus strictly on water quantity. The
purpose of AGWRAP is to: identify opportunities to increase water availability
and storage. BMPs are implemented to conserve and protect water resources;
increase water use efficiency; and increase water storage and availability for
agricultural purposes.

The Person SWCD received $10,000 in
financial assistance funds which were
allocated in two contracts for water
supply well systems. One system will
offer the landowner the ability to
provide water to livestock in which no
other water source is available. The
second contract was a supplemental
contract to provide additional funds
for a prior contract.

No-till Drill

The Person SWCD has a Truax No-till
grain drill available to county citizens for a
short term lease. The drill is suitable for
renovation and restoration of pastures,
hayland, wildlife land, and other purposes
such as residential lawns. This program

year the drill was rented 19 times covering The rental rate for the no-till drill is
158 acres $10 per acre with a $50 minimum.




Streamflow Rehabilitation

SIRAF

Streamflow Rehabilitation
Assistance Program

Assistance Program

The Streamflow Rehabilitation Assistance Program (StRAP) provides
grants to projects that help reduce flooding and restore streams
across North Carolina. The program was created by the NC General
Assembly, which approved $38 million in funding for StRAP in the
budget appropriations bill for the 2021-2022 fiscal year. StRAP
allocates money for projects that protect and restore the integrity of
drainage infrastructure of North Carolina’s waterways.

In FY2022 the Person SWCD received $63,000 in grant funds for
StRAP to be used in Person County. Stream debris removal projects,
such as removing vegetative debris, are the District’s top priority. As
of the end of the FY2024, $53,500 in funds have been encumbered
covering four identified project sites.

Applications for additional grant funds were offered for FY2025 in
which $83,000 in funds were applied.

Beaver Management

Assistance Program (BMAP)

Person County is participating in the Beaver Management Assistance Program
(BMAP) again this year at a cost of $6,000. This program is designed to help
manage beavers on private and public lands. Landowners gain access to
assistance at a reduced cost share rate or may receive free training on beaver
management techniques if they are willing to perform the work themselves.
The BMAP program is offered through USDA-APHIS-Wildlife Services.
Comparing the costs of BMAP to its savings, for every $1.00 spent, $7.11 in
resources were saved in FY2023.



Environmental
Education

Student Contests

The Person SWCD offers annual environmental education poster contests each
year to educate youth about the importance of soil & water conservation.
Contests are open to all public, charter, and homeschool students residing in
Person County. Awards are given to 1st, 2nd, & 3rd place winners of each grade
competition. First place winners advance to our Area 3 contest and those 1st
place winners continue to the State contest. The theme for this program year
was “The Living Soil” in which soil health was emphasized.

Back row:

Hayden Carver, Juniper Barth,
Margaret Bailey, Avery
Whitfield, Micah Carver

Front row:

Mariana Quintero, Kellie
Villarreal, Ellie Dunevant, Pike
Carver

CONGRATULATIONS WINNERS!
-3rd grade:
1.Kellie Villarreal - South Elementary - 2nd place at Area 3
Contest
2.Ellie Dunevant — Bethel Hill Charter School
3.Pike Carver — Bethel Hill Charter School
- 4th grade:
1.Mariana Quintero — South Elementary - 1st place at Area 3
Contest; Entered into State
2.Juniper Barth - South Elementary
3.Micah Carver - South Elementary
-5th grade:
1.Hayden Carver — South Elementary - 1st place at Area 3
Contest; Entered into State
2.Margaret Bailey — Bethel Hill Charter School
3.Avery Whitfield — Bethel Hill Charter School




The Envirothon program is a competitive event for five member high school
and middle school teams to compete in a natural resource knowledge and
ecology field day against other high school and middle school teams. Resource
subjects are soils, forestry, wildlife, aquatics, and current environmental
issues. Teams competing at Area competitions must place in the top seven in
order to advance to the State Envirothon.

The Area 3 Piedmont Envirothon was held at
Alamance Community College on March 12th. This
was a new venue for the event and ACC was excited to
be the host. With many changes occurring the
education team celebrated with a new logo!

The NC Envirothon was held on April 26th and 27th at
Cedarock Park in Burlington. While the District
sponsors teams to compete in the Envirothon, Person
County had no representing teams in either event. 2

District staff is heavily involved in working these ENVIROTHON
events to continue their success. A NATURAL CHALLENGE

Resource Conservation Workshop

The Resource Conservation Workshop (RCW) is a weeklong event hosted by
NC State University. Students learn about natural resources and their
management in today’s global environment while exploring a wide array of
conservation careers. Students participate in field study, tours, hands-on
sessions as well as evening activities that focus on college-decision making and
career decisions. The event was held on June 16-21, 2024.

The District sponsored one student, Cade Howerton,
NC STATE to attend the RCW at no cost. Cade is a Junior at

UNIVERSITY Roxboro Community School. Cade is very active in the
NC Grange serving in multiple leadership roles.




Events

Tri-County Field Day

Person SWCD and Person County Extension hosted the 5th Annual
Tri-County Livestock and Pasture Management Field Day with
collaboration from Durham and Orange SWCDs and Extension. The
event was held on September 26, 2023, at City Lake Farm in Roxboro,
NC with 61 people in attendance. This annual event is an opportunity
for agriculture and livestock professionals from across the Piedmont
to learn about pasture and livestock management techniques. The
topics this year consisted of animal health, poisonous plants and
chemical use, flies and parasites, and silvopasture and agroforestry.

Sponsors included Durham, Orange, and Person Soil and Water Conservation
Districts, NC Cooperative Extension, Smokey Dave’s BBQ, Firsthand Foods,
Durham Farm Bureau, Orange Farm Bureau, Person Farm Bureau, Ag. South
Farm Credit, Barenbrug, Southeast AgriSeeds, Southern States Cooperative,
Tractor Supply of Hillsborough, Pasture Management Systems Inc., and
FarmPLUS Insurance Services.
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Farmland!
Preservation

The Person County Farmland Preservation Ordinance was adopted on October 17,
2022 repealing the original VAD ordinance. The purpose of the Farmland
Preservation Ordinance is to reduce the loss of productive and existing farmland by
promoting agricultural values and the general welfare of the county; increase
identity and pride in the agricultural community and its way of life; encourage the
economic and financial health of agriculture, horticulture, and forestry; decrease
the likelihood of legal disputes, such as nuisance actions between farm owners and
their neighbors; and encourage participation in voluntary programs.

This new ordinance establishes two voluntary programs, the Voluntary
Agricultural District (VAD) and the Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural District
(EVAD). While the VAD program is not new, with legislative changes, current VAD
participants no longer meet requirements and will need to re-apply.

The Person County Agricultural Advisory Board (AAB), established through the new
ordinance, is responsible for overseeing the VAD/EVAD programs and the Person
County Farmland Preservation Plan (FPP) action items with the assistance of Soil
and Water staff. Board members are the voice of the agricultural community and
give direction to staff on action items that will be beneficial to agriculture while
keeping the Person County Commissioners aware of agricultural needs.

Copies of the Farmland Preservation Ordinance, the Farmland Preservation Plan,
and information on the VAD/EVAD programs are available online under Farmland
Preservation at soilwater.personcountync.gov.

ENROLLMENT

as of 6.30.2024
VAD: EVAD:
268.5 ACRES 42.91 ARCRES

3 FARMS 1 FARM




-9 PIEDMONT
CONSERVATION
=) COUNCIL, INC.

Leveraging people and resources
for innovative community projects

Piedmont Conservation Council (PCC) is a regional nonprofit organization started
in 1967 under the Resource Conservation and Development program through the
USDA. PCC serves ten counties, including Person County, implementing projects
that further our communities’ sustainability focusing on natural resources
conservation and development.

This past year, PCC applied for 15 grants in partnership with our County Council
members and has continued working in partnership with the Arts, Parks and
Recreation Dept. to develop the Person County Farm Park. For FY25, regionally,
PCC has additional funding to address flood mitigation projects in partnership with
the NC State RC&D Association and has been awarded funding to support the
“promotion and outreach of NRCS programs to underserved and beginning
farmers.”

If you know of a potential project, please contact PCC Person County
representatives Nancy McCormick (Treasurer) or Jack Pleasants (Member) or the
Executive Director, Grace Messinger at grace@piedmontconservation.org.

Person County Projects

Current & Past

Person County Farm Park ($100,000) - current
Natural Habitat Corridor Study ($10,000) - 2018
Person County Quilt Trail ($12,500) - 2016
Farmland Preservation Plan ($14,000) - 2016

Farm Transition Workshop
Organic Certification Workshop

*Amounts shown are PCC grant awards and do not represent total project costs.
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Supervisors would like to express
their appreciation to Soil &
Water Staff, the Person County
Commissioners, NC Division of
Soil and Water, USDA-NRCS,
partnering agricultural agencies,
and other organizations and
individuals who have supported
our efforts.




