2020
Fiscal Year

Annuadl Report

Person Soil and Water

Conservation District

We at the Person Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) take
pride in presenting our 2020 Fiscal Year Annual Report. The SWCD
works with local, state, and federal agencies to plan and direct
programs for the conservation and development of our natural
resources. These services include environmental education,
conservation related technical assistance, and cost-sharing programs
that promote soil conservation and water quality. This report highlights
many of our accomplishments but by no means reflects all of our
involvement within Person County.

Board of Supervisors

Person Soil and Water Conservation District

Sodl and Water. . Yoars for Life




Organization

Conservation Districts were originally created for the
primary purpose of providing local direction to voluntary,
incentive based conservation programs that assist
landowners in protecting and conserving the state’s
natural resources. These include soil, water, wildlife, and
uniue plant and animal habitats. Districts are
governmental subdivisions of the State of North Carolina
formed under the provisions of NC General Statute,
Chapter 139. Person County was originally part of the
multi- county Dan River Conservation District organized on
March 22, 1939. On June 13, 1960, Person County
separated forming the Person Soil & Water Conservation
District.

The Person SWCD is governed by a five-member Board of
Supervisors made up of three elected members and two
members appointed by the NC Soil & Water Conservation
Commission.  Currently, the District has two full time
employees, Nancy McCormick, the Soil & Water Manager,
and Bradsher Wilkins, the Soil Conservationist.

The Board of Supervisors generally meets the first Monday
of each month and meetings are open to the public.

- == Charles E. Rellogy

Mission Statement

The mission of the Person Soil & Water Conservation District is fo promote the conservation
of soil, water, and related natural resources in Person County through
education, information, technical assistance, and best management practices for the
benefit of the environment, economy, and county citizens.
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Agriculture Cost Share Program (ACSP)

- The Agriculture Cost-Share Program (ACSP) is a voluntary assistance

vt e p . . . . . o .

& 7,  program that provides technical and financial assistance to qualifying
& 2 . .

k farmers and agricultural landowners enabling them to address water

- — quality concerns. In many places, damage to our water resources

ﬂCSP comes from soil erosion, excessive ferfilizer use, animal waste

contamination, and improper use of agricultural chemicals. ACSP offers

a wide variety of best management practices (BMPs) that address these nonpoint sources.

Person County was awarded $53,992 in financial assistance through ACSP for fiscal year
2020. The District allocated these funds through 18 contracts. Approximately 343 acres of
conservation area has been planned having an estimated impact of 1023.8 tons of soil
saved and a reduction of 2760.8 pounds of nitrogen and 1359.4 pounds of phosphorous
per year. The following BMPs have been contracted for FY2020:

o 6.76 acres of Grassed Waterways

o 3575 Linear square feet of Diversions

o .78 acres of Field Borders

« 1 acre of Critical Area Planting

o 100.77 acres of Cropland Conversion

1 Pond Sediment Removal

In addition to conftracts, the District has provided
general technical assistance of over 300 hours to
approximately 160 customers. Technical assistance
includes items such as pond siting, field layout,
erosion control planning, disaster response, and
general conservation planning information.

Agricultural Water Resources Assistance Program (AgWRAP)

Agriculture Water Resources Assistance Program (AgWRAP) is @
n A D volun’rory program similar to ACSP. The purpose of AQWRAP is to:

. ldentify opportunities to increase water use efficiency,

ng == 1iFiN availability and storage

Agricultural Water 2. Implement best management practices to conserve and
Resources Assistance Program

protect water resources
3. Increase water use efficiency
4. Increase water storage and availability for agricultural
purposes
The Person SWCD was awarded $7500 in financial assistance funds
for this program. These funds were allocated in one contract for the
installment of a water supply well and pump as part of an irrigation
watering system for an organic vegetable farmer.
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No-till Drill

The Person SWCD has a Truax No-Till grain drill
purchased in 2008 with funds from a grant
issued by the NC Foundation for Soil & Water
Conservation. The drill is available to county
citizens on a short term lease for the renovation
and restoration of pasture, hayland, and/or
wildlife land. This program year the drill was
rented 25 times covering a total of 206 acres;
90.4 of pasture, 45.4 of hayland, 65.8 of wildlife
area, and 4.2 for other purposes. The rental
rate for the no-fill drill is $10 per acre with a $50
minimum.

Local farmer renting no-till drill.

USDA-NRCS

QSDA 0 |\| RCS The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is a
a7/ cooperating Federal Agency that is part of the Person SWCD

United States Department of Agriculture teagm. The NRCS mission is “Helping People Help the Land” and
MNatural Resources Conservation Service . . . . . .

is accomplished through technical and financial assistance.
There are 5 main ways this is done: Conservation planning and fechnical consultation;
Conservation implementation; Natural resource inventory and assessment; Natural
resource technology transfer; and Financial assistance. The partnership between the
Person SWCD and NRCS is vital for both agencies to do their part in protecting the working

lands.

For fiscal year 2020, the District and NRCS staff estimated they assisted over 140 clients
through consultations that included technical assistance, sharing viable information,
access to various maps, and general guidance to new and existing landowners and
farmers. Brent Bogue, NRCS Soil Conservationist, reported developing conservation plans
and obligating contracts for 22 producers with funding totaling of $142,118 in Person
County for all federal programs.

Annual Spot Checks

The District is required to conduct an annual spot check of 5% of all active cost share
contracts. Spot checks are done by staff and members of the Board of Supervisors. The
purpose of the spot checks is to determine if installed BMPs are being maintained for their
intended purpose. Six contracts (approximately 6%) were chosen at random to be verified.
All sites were found in compliance with three sites needing minor maintenance. The
District continues to work closely with these operators to fix needed repairs and
maintenance issues in order to bring these BMPs back up to standards.
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Environmental Education

North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
and The Office of Environmental Education and Public Affairs

Award This Certification to Honor and RCCOgHiZC

Nanoy MeCounick

Congratulations to Nancy McCormick on
earning her NC Environmental Educator

_ NC Office of
Environmental

Certification! Nancy joins an elite group of i 2019
dedicated professionals committed to develop CERTIFIED ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATOR
Ond prom O-I-e Und erSTOﬂdiﬂg Ond Sfewordshlp Of For completing the required number of professional development experiences in

Environmental Education and thus furthering the foal of Environmental Education.

Mekellf e

Saaetary, Departmentof Emsironinental Quality

North Carolina's environment and natural
resources. Additionally, she is honored as being
the first and only certified environmental
educator in Person County!

Governor, State dfNorth Cardlna

“To have a citizenry with the knowledge, understanding and

skills needed to care for North Carolina’s environment through

sound decision-making and responsi

Conservation Education Contests

Each year the District promotes conservation education contests. This year contests were
based on the theme “Wetlands Are Wonderful.” The District offered poster contests for
3rd, 4th, & 5th grades and this year offered a éth grade essay contest but had no enfries.
Contests are open to all public, charter, and homeschool students residing in Person
County. Awards are given to 1st, 2nd, & 3rd place winners of each grade competition, as
well as, the 1st place winner’s teacher. First place winners advance to our Area 3 contest
and those winners contfinue to the State contest. Winners are recognized during an awards
celebration following the Area 3 contest; however, this year's award celebration was
cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Poster contest winners were:

3rd grade: 1st place - Ronan Weary - Bethel Hill Charter School, Bridget Melton
2nd place - Kyndall Rigsbee - Bethel Hill Charter School
3rd place - Abigal Johnson - Bethel Hill Charter School

4th grade: 1st place - Preslyn Jenkins - Stories Creek Elementary, Tammy Carver
2nd place - Aiden Fish - Bethel Hill Charter School
3rd place - Meredith Cates - Bethel Hill Charter School

Sth grade: 1st place - Ja'Kyra Pope - Stories Creek Elementary, Erika Hall
2nd place - Sarah Kelly Clayton - Bethel Hill Charter School
3rd place - Noelani Weaver - Woodland Elementary

Our 4th grade winner, Preslyn Jenkins, also won our Area contest
and was able to advance to the State level and 3rd grade
winner, Ronan Weary, placed 3rd at our Area competition. While
-+ promoting the poster contest, district staff conducted several
classroom presentations and accepted 167 poster entries.
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Envirothon

The Envirothon program is a competitive event for five member high

’Enmoﬁgl' school and middle school teams to compete in a natural resource
' knowledge and ecology field day against other high school and
wlé%uc@) middle school teams. Resource subjects are soils, forestry, wildlife,
aquatics, and current environmental issues. Teams

competing at Area competitions must place in the top
seven in order to advance to the State Envirothon. Due to safety concerns
prompted by the COVID-19 pandemic, the District’'s Area 3 Envirothon
scheduled in March 2020 was cancelled. The NC Envirothon scheduled for

April 24 & 25, 2020 was also cancelled due to the pandemic.

National Conservation Foundation (NCF) - Envirothon

ENVIROTHON| North Carolina hosted the
2019 NCF - Envirothon
program at NC State
University on July 28 -
August 2, 2019. Fifty-three
teams made up of high
CAROLINA 20191 school students from the
United States, Canada and China
participated in the week long event.
As host, NC selected the 2019 theme
“Agriculture & the Environment...
Knowledge & Technology Fee the
World.” Nancy McCormick played an instrumental part by serving on the core committee
in charge of planning the event and overseeing team registration. Additionally, Person

o ¥ SWCD staff provided countless
| hours during the week long event
helping to ensure its huge
success.
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Tri-County Livestock & Pasture Management Field Day

The Person SWCD co-hosted the third annual Tri-County [l — i B |
Livestock & Pasture Management Field Day on 5
September 26th, 2019 in partnership with the Durham
and Orange Soil & Water Conservation Districts, and the
Durham, Orange, and Person County Cooperative
Extension offices. The event was held at Deerfield Farms
and Dawnbreaker Farms in northern Orange County.
Participants heard from industry experts on numerous
topics such as animal handling techniques, metsulfuron ‘
and toxic endophyte, the importance of hay quality, and management strategies for year-
round grazing systems. Over 100 interested livestock producers from Durham, Orange,
Person and beyond attended the event with positive feedback on surveys taken
afterwards. The annual event for 2020 was scheduled to take place in Durham County but
was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Sponsors of the event included First Hand Foods, the Durham-Orange Cattlemen’s
Association, Person Cattlemen’s Association, Durham Farm Bureau, Person Farm Bureau,
NCSU, Amazing Grazing, Hurdle Mills Farm Supply, Camp Chemical Corporation, NC
Cattlemen’s Association, NC Forage & Grassland Council, Southern States, Pasture
Management Systems Inc., Carolina Farm Credit, Bio-Zyme, Smokey Dave's BBQ, and
Dawnbreaker Farms.

Agricultural Advisory Board

The Person County Agricultural Advisory Board was established as
S5 part of the Voluntary Agricultural District (VAD) Ordinance
adopted in February 2011. Its purpose is to promote agriculture
and support the agricultural community. The board is responsible
for the implementation of the VAD program and the Person
County Farmland Preservation Plan (FPP) action items.

4V

The Person SWCD collaborates with the Person County Cooperative Extension as support
staff to the Board and assists in assessing the agricultural needs of the County. Board
members are the voice of their appointed township giving direction to staff on action
items that will be beneficial to the agricultural community while keeping the Person
County Commissioners aware of agricultural needs.

As of June 30, 2020, there are 31,561 acres enrolled in the VAD program. Some FPP
action items completed this year were:

e Visit NC Farm App

o Norther Piedmont Farm School

o Farmer Appreciation Breakfast

e Landowner & Prescribed Burn Workshop



Piedmont Conservation Council

‘3 PRGN Piedmont Conservation Council (PCC) is a regional nonprofit
“ ConstrvaTion  Organization started in 1967 under the Resource Conservation
) COUNCIL INC.  and Development program through the USDA. PCC serves ten

emeanecnmnveoes: - cOUNties, including Person County, implementing projects that
further our communities’ sustainability.

PCC also was recently granted $150,000 from the ‘Agriculture and Food Research
Initiative Education and Workforce Development’ program for a regional
expansion of Durham'’s very successful Bionomic Educational Training Center
(BETC) program. The program offers hands-on STEM learning opportunities for high
school and middle school students. Person County currently has 4 teachers from 3
schools committed to this program which will be overseen by Person Soil & Water
Conservation District and PCC staff.

PCC would also like to thank Nancy McCormick for agreeing to serve as our
treasurer. Other Person County representatives are Dr. Claudia Berryhill and Jack
Pleasant.

Outreach Events
; éd/{g %{( In addition to events highlighted in this report,

staff worked the Soil & Water Conservation
Booth at the NC State Fair in October 2019.
staff of Person Soil & Water During a normal year staff participates in
Conservation Distict would like several outreach programs and events such
to extend their sincere | @s5th grade Ag Field Day, 4-H Summer Fun,
Qpprecioﬁon to all landowners, Librory Teoching Garden, Earth DOY, etc.
agencies, schools and groups | However, these events were cancelled due
who cooperate and assist the | to the COVID-19 pandemic. Staff is currently

District in  carrying ouf our | working on ways to parficipate in virtual
conservation programs. events for FY2021.

The Board of Supervisors and

#WeAreAllinThisTogether

PERSON Contact Us:
SOIL & WATER Person Soil & Water Find us on

304 S. Morgan St., Room 126 "
Roxboro, NC 27573 Facebook

= www.facebook.com/PersonSWCD
CONSERVATION DisTRICT RSt

|




