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Fiscal Year 

We at the Person Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) take 

pride in presenting our 2019 Fiscal Year Annual Report.  The SWCD 

works with local, state, and federal agencies to plan and direct 

programs for the conservation and development of our natural 

resources. These services  include environmental education, 

conservation related technical assistance, and cost-sharing programs 

that promote soil conservation and water quality.  This report highlights 

many of our accomplishments but by no means reflects all of our 

involvement within Person County.   

 

Board of Supervisors 

Person Soil and Water Conservation District 

Soil and Water...Yours for Life 



 

 

Person SWCD 

Supervisors: 

 Bruce Whitfield, Chair 

 Cal Berryhill Jr,            
Vice Chair 

 Russell Horton,  
Secretary/Treasurer 

 John Gray 

 Hunter Thomas 

 

Person SWCD Team: 

 Nancy McCormick, Soil 
& Water Manager 

 Bradsher Wilkins,                
Soil Conservationist 

 Brent Bogue, NRCS 
District Conservationist 

 Patti Kapp, NRCS      
Farm Bill Specialist 
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Conservation Districts were originally created for the 

primary purpose of providing local direction to voluntary, 

incentive based conservation programs that assist 

landowners in protecting and conserving the state’s 

natural resources.  These include soil, water, wildlife, and 

unique plant and animal habitats.  Districts are 

governmental subdivisions of  the State of North Carolina 

formed under the provisions of  NC General Statute, 

Chapter 139.  Person County was originally part of the multi

- county Dan River Conservation District organized on 

March 22, 1939.  On June 13, 1960, Person County 

separated forming the Person Soil & Water Conservation 

District.    

The Person SWCD is governed by a five-member Board of 

Supervisors made up of three elected members and two 

members appointed by the NC Soil & Water Conservation 

Commission.  Currently, the District has two full time 

employees, Nancy McCormick, the Soil & Water Manager, 

and Bradsher Wilkins, the Soil Conservationist.   

The Board of Supervisors generally meets the first Monday 

of each month and meetings are open to the public.   

Organization 

The mission of the Person Soil & Water Conservation District is to promote the conservation of 

soil, water, and related natural resources in Person County through education, information, 

technical assistance, and best management practices for the benefit of the environment, 

economy, and county citizens.  

Mission Statement 

“Essentially, all life depends upon the soil ...  

There can be no life without soil and no soil without life; they have evolved together.”  

--- Charles E. Kellogg  



 

 

The Agriculture Cost-Share Program (ACSP) is a voluntary assistance 

program that  provides technical and financial assistance to farmers and 

landowners enabling them to address water quality concerns.  In many 

places, damage to our water resources comes from soil erosion, excessive 

fertilizer use, animal waste contamination, and improper use of 

agricultural chemicals.  ACSP offers a wide variety of best management 

practices (BMPs) that address these nonpoint sources of pollution.   

Person County was awarded $45,269 in financial assistance through ACSP for fiscal year 

2019.  The District allocated 100% of this funding through 8 contracts.  Approximately 132 

acres of conservation area has been planned having an impact of 43.85 tons of soil saved 

and a reduction of 190 pounds of nitrogen and 51.3 pounds of phosphorous.  Below is the 

breakdown on the ACSP contracts written for FY2019:   

 1.97 acres of Grassed Waterways 

 .65 acres of Diversions 

 1.34 acres of Field Borders 

 14 acres of Cropland Conversion 

 1  Livestock Exclusion System 

In addition to contracts, the District has provided general technical 

assistance of over 300 hours to approximately 160 customers.  

Technical assistance includes items such as pond siting, field layout, 

erosion control planning, disaster response, and general conservation planning information. 

Agriculture Cost Share Program (ACSP) 
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Agriculture Water Resources Assistance Program (AgWRAP) is a 

voluntary program similar to ACSP.  The purpose of AgWRAP is to: 

Identify opportunities to increase water use efficiency, availability 

and storage; Implement best management practices to conserve 

and protect water resources; Increase water use efficiency; and 

Increase water storage and availability for agricultural purposes.   The Person SWCD was 

awarded $7500 in financial assistance funds for this program.  These funds were allocated in 

one contract for the cost of a well for livestock watering to a new farmer.   

Agricultural Water Resources Assistance Program (AgWRAP) 

The District is required to conduct an annual spot check of 5% of all active ACSP contracts 

and AgWRAP contracts.  Spot checks are done by staff and members of the Board of 

Supervisors.  The purpose of the spot checks is to determine if installed BMPs are being 

maintained for their intended purpose.  Nine contracts (approximately 8%) were chosen at 

random to be verified.  One site was found out of compliance and one site needed 

maintenance.  The District is working closely with the operators to bring these BMPs back up 

to standards.   

Annual Spot Checks 



 

 

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is a cooperating Federal Agency 

that is part of the Person SWCD team.  The NRCS mission is “Helping People Help the Land” 

and is accomplished through technical and financial assistance.   There are 5 main ways 

this is done: Conservation planning and technical consultation; Conservation 

implementation; Natural resource inventory and assessment; Natural resource technology 

transfer; and Financial assistance.   The partnership between the District and NRCS is vital for 

both agencies to do their part in protecting the working lands.   

For fiscal year 2019, the District and NRCS staff estimated they 

assisted over 160 clients through consultations that included 

technical assistance, sharing viable information, access to 

various maps, and general guidance to new and existing 

landowners and farmers.  Brent Bogue reported developing 

conservation plans and obligating contracts for 26 producers 

with funding of $379,116 in his work unit for the EQIP program.  

Additionally, he reviewed plans with 80 producers covering approximately 1200 acres and 

processed 20 CSP applications for the amount of $41,725.   

NRCS 
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In 2008 the Person SWCD received a no-till grass drill through a 

grant issued by the NC Foundation for Soil & Water Conservation. 

The drill is available to county citizens on a short term lease for the 

renovation and restoration of pasture, hayland, and/or wildlife 

land.  This program year the drill was rented 10 times covering a 

total of 72.4 acres; 36.6 of pasture, 32.2 of hayland, 3.2 of wildlife 

area.   

No-till Drill 

Truax No-Till Grass Drill 

Bradsher Wilkins was born in Person County and raised in Cumberland and Orange 

Counties. He is a U.S. Army Veteran and graduate of NC State University with a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Plant and Soil Science. While a student at NC State, Bradsher worked as 

a research technician for Dr. Him Holland on his maize breeding research project as well as 

a seed certification inspector for NC Crop Improvement. 

Bradsher has been working in tobacco in Person County since he was 

old enough to remember. He, his wife, and two children have lived in 

Roxboro since 2014. As an active member of the farming community, 

Bradsher has established relationships in Person and surrounding 

counties. Through his work with the District, he looks forward to 

continuing those relationships while helping the farming community.   

Welcome New Employee! 



 

 

Each year the District promotes a poster contest for 3rd, 4th, & 5th grades.  The contest is 

open to all students residing in Person County.  This year the theme was “The Living Soil.”  

Awards were given to 1st, 2nd, & 3rd place winners of each grade, as well as, the 1st place 

winner’s teacher.  Each 1st place winner is entered in our Area 3 contest and those winners 

are entered in the State contest.  This year we had one 2nd and one 3rd place winner at 

our Area competition.  While promoting the poster contest, district staff conducted several 

classroom presentations and accepted 178 poster entries.  Winners were recognized with a 

pizza party at the March board meeting.   

Poster Contests 

The Person SWCD Board of Supervisors understands the importance of 

educating citizens of all ages on the importance of conservation.  Nancy 

McCormick serves as the Education Coordinator and is working hard to 

enhance the educational programs offered by the District.  On May 12, 2015, 

Nancy enrolled in the NC Environmental Education Certification Program.  

During the certification program she has participated in numerous workshops 

and outdoor experiences in order to gain more knowledge to assist her in the 

District’s educational programs.   

Throughout this year Nancy has partnered with the Person County Recreation, Arts and 

Parks and GIS Departments, Roxboro Community School, and the NC Forest Service in 

completing the Rock Nature Trail at the Rock Athletic complex. The nature trail incorporates 

environmental education by offering educational placards about soils, forestry, water 

quality, and wildlife displayed throughout the trail.  This project fulfills the community project 

requirement needed to obtain her EE Certification.   

Environmental Education - Nature Trail  
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Pictured left to right: Gracie Tuck, Isabella Diaz Porcayo (BHCS), Olivia Russell (BHCS), 

Lyndley Gentry (BHCS), Alexander Jones (Helena), Parker Mise (BHCS), Jade Lin 

(Helena), Brayden Gentry (BHCS). Not pictured – Logan Hill (BHCS). 



 

 

The Envirothon program is a competitive event for five member high school 

and middle school teams to compete in a natural resource knowledge 

and ecology field day against other high school and middle school teams.  

Resource subjects are soils, forestry, wildlife, aquatics, and current 

environmental issues.  Teams competing at Area competitions must place 

in the top seven in order to advance to the State Envirothon.  The District’s 

Area 3 Envirothon was held at Elon 

University on  March 26, 2019.   The District sponsors 

teams at each level of competition.  Person County 

was represented by 3 Teams at the area level: 2 High 

School Teams and 1 Middle School Team all from 

Roxboro Community School.   One high school team 

and the middle school team advanced to the State 

Envirothon which was held at the Cedarock Park in 

Burlington on  May 3rd & 4th.  The high school team 

finished 15th out of 49 teams while the middle school 

team finished 10th out of 51 teams.   

Envirothon 
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The District hosted the second annual Pasture & 

Livestock Management Field Day on September 27th, 

2018 in partnership with the Durham and Orange Soil & 

Water Conservation Districts, and the Durham, Orange, 

and Person County Cooperative Extension offices. The 

event was held at Rogers Cattle Company in northern 

Person County. Participants heard from industry experts 

on numerous topics such as pasture management, 

sprayer calibration, chemical safety, hay storage, 

multispecies grazing, energy efficiency and more. The audience also saw a drone 

demonstration on ways to best use modern technology on the farm. Over 100 interested 

livestock producers from Durham, Orange, Person and beyond attended the event with 

positive feedback on surveys taken afterwards. The third annual event is scheduled to take 

place on September 26, 2019 in Orange County.  

Tri-County Livestock & Pasture Management Field Day 
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In addition to what is highlighted in this report, the Person SWCD participated in several 

other outreach programs and events such as: 

1. Person County Library’s Book Brunch in which the book Charles Fishman's The Big Thirst: 

The Secret Life and Turbulent Future of Water by Charles Fishman was discussed.     

2. Staff worked the NC Association of Soil & Water Conservation District's booth at the NC 

State Fair.   

3. The District partnered with Durham and Orange Soil & Water Conservation Districts in 

offering a Novel Endophyte Fescue Field Day at Caywood Farms in Rougemont.  This 

field day was made possible through a joint grant from the NC Foundation for Soil & 

Water Conservation.   

4. On April 25, 2019, Nancy McCormick worked with the Person County 4-H in offering an 

educational program to neighborhood children at Harris Gardens Community Center. 

5. Staff taught a program focused on water as part of 4-H Summer Fun.   

Outreach Events 

Piedmont Conservation Council (PCC) is a regional nonprofit 

organization started in 1967 under the Resource Conservation and 

Development program through the USDA. PCC serves ten counties, 

including Person County, implementing projects that further our 

communities’ sustainability.   

PCC was awarded  

$10,000 from the Partners for Green Growth 

grant program to complete an inventory of 

the natural resources in Person County, 

including species of greatest conservation 

need, significant natural features, flora, and 

scenic areas along the Flat River and North 

Flat River in southern Person County. The 

project resulted in the creation of an 

interactive web map for the public that  

highlights the survey’s findings.  

PCC also was recently granted $150,000 from the ‘Agriculture and Food Research Initiative 

Education and Workforce Development’ program for a regional expansion of Durham’s 

very successful Bionomic Educational Training Center (BETC) program. The program offers 

hands-on STEM learning opportunities for high school and middle school students. Person 

County currently has 4 teachers from 3 schools committed to this program which will be 

overseen by Person Soil & Water Conservation District. 

PCC would also like to welcome Nancy McCormick to their executive board.  Other Person 

County representatives are Claudia Berryhill and Jack Pleasant.  

Piedmont Conservation Council 



 

 

Thank You 
The  Board of Supervisors and 

staff of Person Soil & Water 

Conservation District would 

like to extend their sincere 

a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  a l l 

landowners, agencies, schools 

and groups who cooperate 

and assist the District in 

carrying out our conservation 

programs.   

Contact Us 
 

Person Soil & Water 

304 S. Morgan St., Room 126 

Roxboro, NC  27573 

(336) 599-0284 ext. 3 

Congratulations to 

Bruce Whitfield for 

earning the President’s 

Award  in recognition 

for his outstanding 

dedication, support and 

service to the NC 

Foundation of Soil & 

Water Conservation.    

Supervisor News 

As part of the adopted Farmland Preservation Plan, the Person SWCD staff are 

responsible for implementing FPP action items as directed by the Agricultural 

Advisory Board.  For 2019, with Person County GIS and Cooperative Extension, 

three suitability maps were developed: Agricultural, Conservation, and 

Development.  The objective of these maps are to assist citizens when looking 

for suitable land based on the three areas.  Staff presented  these maps to the 

County Commissioners at their February 19th meeting.  The maps are 

accessible through the Person County GIS Department page.   

Farmland Preservation Plan 


