
 

Person County Park System: Rules and Regulations 

The following rules shall regulate the use, occupancy and the conduct of persons in or 
upon all parks or park property within Person County, North 
Carolina. Failure to adhere to any rule or regulation may result in expulsion from the 
facility for the day and/or for an extended period of time. Failure to abide will result in 
violators being subject to arrest for trespassing. 
 
VEHICLES IN PARKS: 
 
Motorized vehicles are not allowed on any trails or walking paths. It shall be unlawful for 
any person to drive any vehicle anywhere in any park, except upon the regularly 
established roadways; it shall be unlawful for any person to park or permit to be parked 
any vehicle anywhere except upon designated parking areas authorized by the Park 
Director or designated official. Persons operating a licensed vehicle must possess a valid 
driver’s license or learner’s permit (and be accompanied by required licensed operator) to 
operate a vehicle on park property. A Segway (Electronic Personal Assistive Mobility 
Device) is allowed in parks, gardens, paths, sidewalks and trails as prescribed by North 
Carolina law; however the Park Director reserves the authority to regulate the time, place 
and manner of use. 
 
Motor vehicle is hereby defined to include mini-bikes, go-carts, motorbikes, golf carts, 
ATV’s or any other self-propelled motorized vehicle. 
 
BICYCLES IN PARKS 

 
Cyclists shall observe all NC Bicycle Statutes including, but not limited to the NC 
Helmet Law. All cyclists are encouraged to wear helmets. 
 
Bicycles shall be allowed only on designated paths and trails, walking tracks and on 
public roadways. Always be considerate of other users of the walkways, pass on the left 
and call out “on your left” before you pass.  
 
SKATES, ROLLERBLADES, AND SKATEBOARDS 
 
The use of skates, rollerblades and skateboards are allowed on walkway and 
walking/running tracks. Consideration of other users of the walkways is expected at all 
times. Always pass on the left and call out “on your left” before you pass.  
 
 



 
 
ADVERTISING 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to place or erect any structure, sign, bulletin board, 
post pole, or advertising device of any kind whatsoever in any park, or to attach any 
notice, bill, poster, sign, wire, rod, or cord to any tree, shrub, fence, railing, post, or 
structure within any park, except by such persons as are authorized by the Parks Director 
or designated official. 
 
PRESERVATION OF PARK PROPERTY 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to remove, destroy, mutilate or deface any 
County structure, monument, planter, fountain, wall, fence, railing, vehicle, bench, 
trees, plants, or any other property in any park. Any persons committing any unlawful 
action above will be subject to fines and/or arrest. 
 
GEOCACHING 
 
A cache must be registered with the Parks and Recreation Department. Contact 
Mayo Lake Park at 336-597-7806. 
 
A detailed map including the exact location of the cache must be provided to the 
park or land manager for approval. A detailed list of the cache contents must be 
provided to the appropriate park or land manager. 
  
The person applying for the cache permit must provide valid contact information 
to include name, address, phone number and email address. 
 
A specific time frame for the cache should be determined if possible to avoid 
abandoned articles. Recommended: three months. The applicant is responsible for 
removing the physical cache from public property. Abandoned or illegal caches 
will be removed and discarded. 
 
The applicant agrees to remove the cache from any website or other promotional 
means at the completion of the cache event period. 
 
Caches are of a manner not so to threaten or encourage wildlife usage such as 
nesting. 
 
Virtual caches are encouraged when possible. 
 
The cache must not be buried, disturb vegetation, placed in water, placed using 
nails, screws or fasteners or provide an imminent hazard. 
 
The applicant agrees to reimburse the Person County Government for any replacement or 
repair costs associated with any damage or theft caused by the placement of a 
cache. 



 
Metal detectors may not be used to search for a cache. 
 
Permits will not be granted for areas not accessible to the general public. 
 
Changing the location of an existing cache will require a new permit. 
 
If for any reason it is determined a cache is causing adverse impacts to the park, 
facility, environment, staff or public the cache will be removed by the park 
manager and held for ten days to be picked up by the permit holder. Caches not 
retrieved after ten days will be discarded. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department reserves the right to regulate the number of 
caches within any facility or grounds under the supervision of the department. 
 
EXCAVATIONS 

 
It shall be unlawful for any person to make an Excavation or use a metal detector in any 
park for any purpose without written permission of the Parks Director or designated 
official.  
 

PLANT MATERIAL 

 
It shall be unlawful for any person to dig, cut bruise, mutilate or cause to be transplanted, 
cut, bruised, debarked or mutilated any plant material of all and any description within 
any park land without written permission of the Parks Director or designated official. 

Guns and Fireworks 

All illegal firearms and other weapons are prohibited except that those with a proper 
permit may possess a concealed handgun in permitted areas and under the requirements 
of North Carolina G.S. 14-415.11. All illegal firearms and weapons are prohibited in park 
visitor centers and park offices.  

Fireworks, cap pistols, air guns, bows and arrows, slingshots and lethal projectiles or 
missiles of any kind are prohibited on park property unless authorized for a Peron County 
sponsored/supported program. 

Natural Resources 

The removal, destruction or injury of any tree, flower, artifact, fern, shrub, rock or other 
plant or mineral in any park is prohibited unless with an approved collection permit for 
scientific or educational purposes. 

Certain areas of the park may be closed to public use for safety or for the management 
and protection of natural resources. 



Metal detectors are not allowed in any park area except to locate lost personal property 
when authorized by a Special Activity Permit. 

Bald eagles are protected by law. It is illegal to kill, harass or possess � dead or alive � 

any eagle or part of an eagle, including feathers and talons. Convictions related to such 
violations may result in fines as high as $ 20,000 and imprisonment for one year. 

Nesting shorebirds are protected by law. Anyone who harms the birds, nests, or chicks is 
subject to a fine. Do not enter marked nesting areas on foot or by vehicle. Anyone who 
enters the sites, harms or harasses the birds is subject to a fine. 

Pets 

Pets must be on a leash no longer than six feet at all times or under control by the pet 
owner and/or handler. 

Pets must not be left unattended. 

Pets are not allowed in bathhouses, changing areas, rinsing stations, swimming areas, 
restrooms, visitor centers or rental boats. Exceptions are service animals and authorized 
search and rescue dogs. 

Pets cannot be tethered and left alone at any time. 

Pet owners are responsible for cleaning up after their pets. 

Pet owners may be asked to remove dangerous or noisy pets from the park. 

All pets within the park must have a current rabies vaccination. 

Pack animals, including llamas, alpacas and goats are not allowed in any park except by 
Special Activity Permit. 

Trash, Litter, and Waste. 

Littering is illegal. To help maintain a clean and safe environment for park visitors and 
wildlife, place trash, litter, and waste in proper containers and disposal units.  

Burying trash and dumping waster is prohibited.  

State law requires aluminum cans to be placed in recycling containers where available. 

All dumping of brown water and gray water from camping or use of park facilities is 
prohibited. Disposal of these types of waste should be done in accordance to NC State 
and Person County Laws. Waste water must be disposed of in a park dump station or the 
proper use of a septic system.  



Boating and Fishing 

In parks where boating and fishing are allowed during park hours, such activities are 
regulated by all applicable North Carolina laws and regulations, including those 
regarding fishing licenses, boat registration and safety requirements. 

Laws and regulations may be enforced by the N.C. Division of Wildlife and Natural 
Resources as well as other regulatory agencies including  

Business Activity 

Conducting commercial business/activity in any park is prohibited except during special 
events governed by a Special Activity Permit. 

Photography or video production for commercial purposes is prohibited except under a 
Film Permit. 

Camping and Fires 

Camping is allowed in designated areas by permit only. In most cases, campers register 
with a ranger on site or at an on-site registration box. 

Fires are permitted only in designated areas and must be tended at all times. Gathering 
firewood is generally prohibited, but may be allowed in some parks. 

All vehicles left in the park after posted park hours must be registered. 

Visitors must be 18 years or older to register as campers. 

Hiking 

For your safety and protection, please stay on designated trails and hiking areas. Also, 
many rare plants live on thin soils and wet rocks, and are vulnerable to damage from 
climbing, trampling and scraping. 

Horses 

In parks where horses are permitted in designated park areas or on bridle trails, horses are 
allowed only on those trails or other park areas specifically designated for their use. 
Some parks may require special use permits for bridle trail use where trail maintenance is 
a concern. 

Horses are prohibited from camping areas, swimming areas, cabin areas, picnic areas and 
other day-use areas. 

Loading/unloading horses is permitted in designated park areas only. Owners are required 
to remove all feces from designated horse trailer parking areas. 



No carts, carriages or other horse-drawn apparatus are permitted on park trails. 

Vehicles and Bicycles 

North Carolina motor vehicle and traffic laws apply in all state parks. Unlicensed motor 
vehicles, including golf carts, unregistered motorcycles, snowmobiles, utility vehicles, 
mini-bikes and all-terrain vehicles, are prohibited. 

Unlicensed drivers may not operate motor vehicles on park roads. 

Motorized vehicles are permitted only in designated areas and not permitted on park 
trails. 

All vehicles left in the park after posted park hours must be registered. 

No carts, carriages or other horse-drawn apparatus are permitted on park trails. 

In all parks, bicycles are permitted only on those trails or other park areas specifically 
designated for their use. 

Bicycle riders under age 16 must wear a helmet. 

Bicycle passengers who weigh less than 40 pounds or who are less than 40 inches tall 
must be seated in a separate restraining seat. All other bicycle riders must be seated on 
saddle seats. Persons unable to maintain an erect, seated position cannot be bicycle 
passengers. 

 
 
MOLESTING ANIMALS 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to trap, catch, wound or kill, or cause to be injured, 
treat cruelly, or tease, or attempt to trap, catch, wound, kill, injure, or tease any bird or 
animal, or insect or molest or rob any nest of any bird or any lair, den or burrow of any 
animal in or upon any land owned by the City and administered by the Park Manager or 
designated official. The feeding of wildlife is strictly prohibited. 
It shall also be unlawful to release or place any animal onto land owned by the City and 
administered by the Parks Manager or designated official. 
 
 
BUSINESS ACTIVIES AND PROFITEERING 
 
It is prohibited for any person to engage in soliciting, peddling, begging or selling, or 
ply the vocation of a solicitor, agent, peddler, beggar or salesman of any description in 
any part, and it shall be unlawful for any person to sell, hawk, or vend fruits, candies, 
popcorn, peanuts, ice cream, soft drinks, clothing and apparel, or other items of 



merchandise within any park unless agreed upon rental or percentage through a signed 
contract, lease or agreement by the Parks Director or designee following proper Person 
County Protocol. 

Conducting commercial business/activity in any park is prohibited except during special 
events governed by a Special Activity Permit. 

Photography or video production for commercial purposes is prohibited except under a 
Film Permit. 

 
POLITICAL SPEECHES 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to make political speeches of any kind in 
any park or other Parks and Recreation facilities without first securing written permission 
from the City Manager or County Manager dependant on the facility location/ownership. 
 
EXHIBITION SHOWS 
 

Exhibition shows may be permitted in Parks with the permission of the Parks 
and Recreation Director or designated official. Such shows shall have a written contract, 
lease or agreement specifying a rental or percentage of sales to be received by the 
department. 
 
GAMBLING 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to conduct or carry on any game of chance at which 
any money, property or other thing of value is bet, whether the same be in stake or not, in 
any park. 
 
DISORDERLY CONDUCT 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to use any boisterous or insulting language or to be 
guilty of disorderly conduct of any kind in any park. 
 
SEX OFFENDERS 
 
No person registered with the State of North Carolina and/or any other state or federal 
agency as a registered sex offender shall enter into a public park or recreation facility. 
Violators will be prosecuted.  
 
 

Alcohol 

Possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited, and visitors shall not be 
or become intoxicated while within any state park or recreation area. Alcoholic beverages 
are only allowed through approved special permit in the following Specific Facilities: 



DESIGNATED BOUNDARIES.  
 

1. Mayo Park Amphitheater in the concrete seating areas directly in front of the 
stage, the grass seating area directly in front of the stage in an area 200 feet long 
by 130 feet wide and in the stage area within 50 feet from the left, right and back 
of the stage. 

2. Mayo Park Environmental Community Center within the center and within 50 
feet from all sides of the building. 

3. Kirby Cultural Arts Complex within Gallery front room (main gallery), 
Community gallery (Hallway) and main theatre seating area (both upstairs and 
downstairs). 

4. Person County Museum Grounds within the museum and no closer than 50 feet 
from the property line. 

Boating and Fishing 

In parks where boating and fishing are allowed during park hours, such activities are 
regulated by all applicable North Carolina laws and regulations, including those 
regarding fishing licenses, boat registration and safety requirements. 

Laws and regulations may be enforced by the N.C. Division of Wildlife and Natural 
Resources as well as other regulatory agencies including  

 
Fires and Grills 
 
It shall be prohibited for any person to make or kindle a fire in any park, trail, or 
greenway, except in a stationary charcoal grill as provided at the park, or a gas grill 
approved by the Parks Director or in an area specifically designated by the Park Director. 
It shall be prohibited for any person to leave any fire unattended, or to fail to completely 
extinguish a fire and all the embers thereof before leaving such fire. The use of any type 
of grease fryer (deep fryer) is strictly prohibited due to the potential for personal and 
facility damage from fire and the harmful slippery conditions the grease develops on 
floors, tables and benches. Provision, use and disposal of any cooking materials or 
supplies are the responsibility of the park visitor. 
 
 
 
USE OF PARKS AT NIGHT 
 
It shall be unlawful to use all parks classified as Neighborhood Parks between the hours 
of dusk and dawn. 
The staffed Parks are closed from sunset until 8am or other posted opening hour. 
Exceptions are limited to P&R Dept. sponsored after-hours events and registered campers 
at Mayo Park Individuals using park facilities during the hours the parks are closed will 
be subject to arrest for trespassing. 
 



Mayo Park 

Mayo Park Rules and Regulations 

• All Campers must check in with the Park Ranger, Parks Superintendent or office 
assistant before proceeding to their campsite. 

• Check in time is 3:00pm. Check out time is 1:00pm. 
• No swimming areas are available 
• The possession, consumption or use of alcoholic beverages or controlled 

substances is strictly prohibited. 
• Park areas will be closed at sundown for the protection of our guests 
• The main gate closes at 8:00pm when campers are in the park, and 4:00pm when 

campers are not in the park. 
• Campground quiet hours are from 10:00pm, until 7:00am. 
• Tents are limited to two per site. 
• For the safety of your property, camping equipment should not be unattended for 

more than twelve hours. 
• A maximum of six persons are allowed per campsite. 
• All pets must be kept on a leash not over six feet in length. 
• Pets are not allowed in cabins. 
• All firearms, explosives (including fireworks), air guns, bows and arrows, or any 

type of lethal missiles are strictly prohibited. 
• Fires outside of the fire pits, fireplaces or grills are prohibited. 
• All unlicensed motor vehicles, (mini and motor bikes, go-carts, etc) and 

unlicensed drivers or operators are prohibited. 
• Destruction, injury, defacement, possession harassment, or removal of any 

artifact, plant, tree, or wild animal is strictly prohibited. 
• The use or possession of a chainsaw for any reason is strictly prohibited. 
• Driving of nails or other objects into trees for the hanging of lanterns, or for any 

other purpose, is prohibited. 
• Violations of Mayo Park rules and regulations can result in the revocation of 

camping permits. 

 

Gyms During Open Play: 

• Must be sixteen years old (if under sixteen, must have adult supervision) 

• Must check in at office and be prepared to leave ID 

• 2 hour play Session limit. 

• Only One (1) Half court area is for playing games. Only. The Remaining Half 
court is for free shooting/practice only. NO FULL COURT GAMES. 

• 20 participant maximum allowed to sign into the gyms per 2 hour sessions. 

• All clothing is to be worn appropriately. Playing Participant will not be allowed in 
the gym without proper athletic Clothing and shoes. 

• Be courteous to other players and other citizens using the gym. Good 
Sportsmanship Required. 



• Foul language prohibited 

• No music allowed 

• No food or drink allowed in gym 

• Gang related activity or apparel prohibited 

• Alcohol, Tobacco, Drugs, and Firearms prohibited on Person County athletics 
facility property. 

 
FEES 
 
All fees and charges associated with the operation of facilities owned by the Person 
County Parks and Recreation Department shall be subject to the recommendations 
and approval of the Person County Board of Commissioners. Facilities operated by 
the Parks and Recreation Department shall be subject to the recommendations and 
approval of the Recreation Advisory Board and Person County Board of Commissioners. 
 
PICNIC SHELTER USE 
 
Reservations are recommended for any large group. Groups renting shelters reserve the 
right to use the shelter exclusively for the time period specified on the rental agreement. 
Picnic shelters must be left clean and free of excessive debris or patrons will be excluded 
from renting another shelter for one (1) year. Park Supervisors can request that a group be 
banned due to violation of rules and regulations and/or loose rental privileges for the day 
reserved. Patrons refusing to leave the facility due to rules and regulations violations are 
subject to arrest for trespassing. 
 
 
PARK STAFF POWERS AND DUTIES 

 
The Park Staff shall be the official custodian and officer in charge of the park 
and all its property. It shall be the duty of Park staff to enforce all ordinances, 
rules and regulations adopted by the Person County Commissioners and all applicable 
state and federal laws and regulations. Staff shall also be responsible for collecting all 
fees and properly accounting for them. 
 
The Park Staff shall deny permission to use park facilities to any person 
having beer, wine, ale or any alcoholic beverages in their possession or who 
show evidence of being under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
 
The Park staff at each facility shall keep posted at all times copies of these 
rules and regulations at a conspicuous place. The staff shall call attention to all 
permit holders of these rules and regulations, and shall provide copies upon 
request. 
 
ENFORCEMENT 
 
These Rules and Regulations may be enforced by any and all remedies authorized by 
applicable law. In addition, anyone violating any of these provisions may be asked to 
leave immediately and may be subject to prosecution for trespassing for failing to do so. 



Park Managers or designated official and law enforcement personnel are charged with 
enforcement of these rules and regulations. 
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