
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Person County hires new Emergency Services Director 

 

Person County Government is pleased to announce that Thomas Schwalenberg will serve as the County’s 

new Emergency Services Director. In this role, he will lead the Emergency Services Department, 

including the Emergency Communications (911) and Emergency Medical Services (EMS) divisions and 

the Office of Emergency Management (OEM). After a competitive interview process, Mr. Schwalenberg 

was selected by a team of government and community leaders for his well-rounded background in EMS, 

fire service, and emergency management as well as his leadership and engagement in the field of 

emergency services. He holds a Bachelor of Music degree from Radford University and has completed 

coursework in the Master of Arts in Disaster and Emergency Management program at American Military 

University.  

 

Highlights of his experience include ascending the ranks from Firefighter/Paramedic to Battalion Chief 

(Fire and Rescue Operations) with York County (VA) Fire and Life Safety and retiring as a Division 

Chief and Chief Medical Officer for the Chesapeake (VA) Fire Department. Earlier in his career, Mr. 

Schwalenberg served as a Tactical Paramedic Program Coordinator and a Regional EMS Education 

Coordinator and held many leadership roles with volunteer and critical transport EMS agencies. He also 

served as an Armor Officer in the U.S. Army Reserve and North Carolina Army National Guard. Mr. 

Schwalenberg holds a wide variety of professional certifications and is the recipient of many professional 

awards for outstanding leadership in EMS and fire service. In addition, he serves on the VA Governor's 

EMS Advisory Board and is chair of its Emergency Management Committee, is a Commander with the 

Hampton Roads Metropolitan Medical Strike Team, and is a Deputy Team Commander of the federal 

Virginia-1 Disaster Medical Assistance Team. Mr. Schwalenberg is a welcome addition to the leadership 

team of the County and will be a tremendous asset to our community and organization.   

  

Mr. Schwalenberg will report to the Assistant County Manager. In announcing this appointment, Assistant 

County Manager Katherine Cathey said, “Thom brings extensive leadership and operational experience in 

EMS, fire, and emergency management to Person County. Throughout his career in public service, Thom 

has demonstrated his commitment to the safety and wellbeing of his community and employees as well as 

those affected by disasters elsewhere. He is strategic, innovative, and collaborative in his approach, and 

we look forward to having him on our team.”  

    

The Emergency Services Director position is a challenging job, but certainly one for which Mr. 

Schwalenberg is well equipped. In accepting his new role, Thom says, “Having grown up in Halifax 

County, Virginia, coming to Person County feels like coming home. I am very excited to work with the 

emergency service providers, community leaders and citizens of Person County to help create a safer and 

more resilient community.” 

 

Thomas Schwalenberg’s first day with Person County Government will be December 20, 2021.  
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